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An interesting facet to understanding moral development was Carol Gilligan’s work, 
which explored gender differences in terms of moral orientations.43 Gilligan distinguished 
between the moral orientations toward “care” and those toward “justice”:

In early childhood, girls often gravitate towards the morality of care, whereas 
boys often gravitate towards the morality of justice. . . . Males and females alike 
can develop an awareness of both care and justice; but because of widespread 
patterns of early experience, girls often orient more towards the former and boys 
towards the latter.44

Gilligan notes that women may construct a problem differently than do men. Thus, 
women may fail to develop within the constraints of Kohlberg’s system of moral develop-
ment.45 She noted that Kohlberg’s six stages of moral development were based on a study 
of 84 boys whose development Kohlberg followed for more than 20 years.46

John Bowlby: Attachment Theory
Development of attachment theory is the combined work of John Bowlby and Mary 
Ainsworth. Bowlby formulated the basic propositions of the theory; the roots of Bowlby’s 
interest in studying separation are in his own early childhood and in his clinical experi-
ences while training as a psychoanalyst prior to World War II.47 Ainsworth implemented 
innovative methodology to test some of Bowlby’s concepts as well as to further refine 
the perspective. While these scholars initially worked independently of each other, both 
were influenced by the work of Freud and other psychoanalytic theorists.48 In discussing 
attachment theory, reference is often made to research examining the effects of separation 
on mother and infant monkeys. Bowlby cited this research and noted that these types 
of studies “show plainly not only that the attachment behaviour of young non-human 
primates is very similar to the attachment behaviour of young children but that their 
responses to separation are very similar also.”49

LEVEL OF MORAL 
DEVELOPMENT  STAGE OF REASONING

Preconventional Stage 1: Right is obedience to power and avoidance of punishment.

Stage 2: Right is taking responsibility and leaving others to be responsible for 
themselves.

Conventional Stage 3: Right is being considerate: “Uphold the values of other adolescents 
and adults’ rules of society at large.”

Stage 4: Right is being good as defined by the values and norms of family and 
society at large.

Postconventional Stage 5: Right is finding an inner “universal rights” balance between self-rights 
and societal rules—a social contract.

Stage 6: Right is based on a higher order of applying principles to all 
humankind; being nonjudgmental and respecting all human life.

Levels of Moral Development
TABLE 7.3

Source: Adapted from Kohlberg, L. (1986). The just community approach to corrections. Journal of Correctional 
Education, 37, 57–58.

attachment theory: 
there are seven essential 
features of this theoretical 
perspective focusing on 
attachment: specificity, 
duration, engagement 
of emotion, course of 
development, learning, 
organization, and 
biological function.




